LUCIFER: a harrowing new performance by Vanessa Skantze 

May 5 at the Good Shepherd Chapel in Wallingford

Seattle performance artist Vanessa Skantze will present a new interpretation of her emotionally charged piece Lucifer on Saturday, May 5 at the Good Shepherd Center Chapel in Wallingford. Combining movement and voice with sound accompaniment, Lucifer embodies the anguish and joy of carnality at its most extreme – a being of light willingly becoming flesh. Only one performance will be offered in Seattle before Vanessa and her bandmates leave on tour for New York and Europe later in May.

Lucifer combines movement, voice, and song with a soundscape created by Vanessa’s bandmates celadon (bass, electronics) and natasatán (guitar) of In the Deep Museum.  Vanessa recreates Lucifer’s descent from the purity of light to darkness and flesh unclothed, wearing only body paint.

The performance will be held on Saturday, May 5 at the Good Shepherd Center Chapel (4649 Sunnyside Ave. N) in Seattle. The doors will open at 8 p.m. and the performance will begin at 8:30; a $5 - $15 donation is requested. Proceeds from the performance will help fund Vanessa’s upcoming tour; she will present Lucifer in Brooklyn, New York on May 11, teach a 2-day intensive butoh workshop May 15 – 17 in Glasgow, Scotland, and present Lucifer in Barcelona, Spain on May 20.

Lucifer is based on Vanessa’s radical reading of Milton, informed by nearly six years of intense butoh dance training and performance and voice experimentation. The piece joyously renounces the opium of heaven for a realm of raw sensuality that simultaneously tears and feeds the soul in each moment.

Vanessa originally presented Lucifer at Zeitgeist Theatre Experiments in New Orleans in 2001 with her creative partner Alex Haverfield. “The essence of the piece which compelled me to return to it is the willing descent into the flesh, which is my chosen instrument.  As a butoh dancer my art is a kind of willed possession, my body constantly transforming into energies/elements/creatures.”
Vanessa is a multi-disciplinary artist whose work embraces butoh dance, voice, percussion, writing, and spoken word performance, along with metal and stone sculpture. She has practiced and taught butoh dance since 2001 when she co-founded the ensemble Death Posture in New Orleans with experimental guitarists Donald Miller and Rob Cambre and dancer Alex Haverfield.  She trains and performs yearly with her teacher Atsushi Takenouchi, creator of Jinen Butoh, which embraces life and death in a body always dancing at its limit.

Vanessa will be accompanied by members of her band, In the Deep Museum, which performs improvised art/rock/noise. An industrial - electronic musician, celadon (Eric Maia) has recently released a CD titled “Post-Industrial Delicacies.” celadon crafts intricate soundscapes from found sounds, feedback, and other sonic sources. He also provides engineering and recording for In the Deep Museum's projects. natasatán's metal background is revealed in his early band, cure for god. His guitar performance with In the Deep Museum ranges from delicate to eerie to thunderous.

More information, photos and video clips are available at http://deathposture.org or by contacting Vanessa at vanessa@deathposture.org
